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Over the last few years I have had the
chance to play with any number of
crimp systems for plastic and copper

pipes. They all have their advantages but
they also have disadvantages. First there is
the expense of the crimping tool, some of
these cost more than a second hand van
Then there is the fact that you can’t get a
crimping tool into confined spaces and
there is also the fact that the fitting isn’t
demountable – though this could be put on
the plus side in many locations.

What crimps have going for them is a
really neat leak free joint which is
completed in seconds. I took a whole
selection of Buteline fittings together with
some coils of pipe and some straight
lengths to see what I could achieve. On the
straight lengths of pipe, the ends were
slightly rounded in and I had to snip a tiny
amount off to get the pipe into the fitting.
The pipe goes between an outer and inner
and when the crimp is done there is no
way to get it apart. It is also completely leak
free because there is no reliance on an ‘O’
ring or olive. The crimping tool clicks
closed to a fixed position so you don’t have
to worry about how much tension is put
on the crimp. It is 100% every time. The
internal spigot of the fitting has several
grooves and the pipe material flows into
these grooves as the tons of pressure are
exerted by the clamping tool but the
double seal joint doesn’t produce stress of
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pressure on the pipe. As the joint is
formed, the mouth of the fitting flares
outwards to prevent it impinging on
the wall of the pipe. This means that
the pipe can bend away from the joint
with no concern about leaks.

You may wonder how strong this
joint is and it is a question I asked. The
answer is that the pipe gives up long
before the joint. I decided to put this
to the test by towing a pick-up truck
with my van. It was so easy that we
decided it wasn’t really a test because
the stretch of the pipe took the snatch
out as if it were a flexible link on a
tow rope. We then decided to leave
the hand brake on the pick-up and see
if we could pull the pipe apart but all
that happened was the pipe stretched
and the joint stayed intact. If you ever
break down and need a tow, this could
be the answer.

Back on the plumbing front, the
Buteline system comes with every
fitting you can think of. I am not going
to go into them all here because you
can see them from a glance at the
catalogue. I ran the supplies to a
shower from under a bath and then
fitted an outside tap in Buteline. My
final job was linking up a radiator in a
new extension. The pipe is slightly
easier to bend than ordinary
polybutylene and it makes it very easy

to thread through joists. I have
absolutely no worries about water
tightness of the joints I made but what
does concern me is some 
poor plumber coming along in 
years to come and trying to tee 
into the system.

This system originates in New
Zealand and though they are nominally
the same they don’t fit 
our 15 and 22mm fittings so the 
only way to join this pipe is with
Buteline fittings – which include
converters to metric copper as well as
threaded fittings.

The other way to look at it is
that if you buy into this system and get
the crimping tools as part of a deal on
some pipe and fittings you 
are then set up and if there are
alterations to be done then they can’t
be done by a diyer no matter how
clever they think they are they will
need that tool.

What we are really talking about
here is a flame free system that looks
totally professional and there is no
doubt that the demand for such
systems is set to grow. As more and
more manufacturers produce their own
crimping system, the price of fittings
and tools will come down. When it is
cheaper than push-fit then these
systems may well reach critical mass.

Circle

400
on the ReaderEnquiry Card to find out more! 

018_019_phpi_MARCH_10:Layout 1  3/2/10  11:22  Page 19



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 440
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.02273
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 440
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName <FEFF0068007400740070003a002f002f007700770077002e0063006f006c006f0072002e006f00720067ffff>
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [651.969 898.583]
>> setpagedevice


